PARISH NEWSLETTE
Amberley│Cheviot│Hawarden│Culverden│Waiau│Hanmer Springs
Parish Office: 138A Carters Road, Amberley│PO Box 143, Amberley 7441
www.catholichurunui.nz

The Ascension of the Lor

Weekend Masses

Year

29 May 2022

He was carried up to Heaven…
In the Nicene Creed, we say ‘We believe… He (Jesus) ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father’. Pope St Leo IX professed it in these words:
“On the fortieth day after the resurrection, He ascended into heaven with His
body, in which He had risen, and His soul, and took His seat at the right hand of
the Father; thence on the tenth day he sent the Holy Spirit"
Jesus ascended into heaven body and soul. He now sits at
the right hand of His Father, enthroned, as King of the
Universe. From heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to assist
His Church, and there He pleads for us as our Mediator
and Advocate with the Father. He remains present in His
Church through the Mass and the sacraments, the liturgy,
the Gospels, and especially through His real presence,
body, blood, soul and divinity, in the Holy Eucharist
May His ascension be our ascension
Blessing
Fr Michael

Saturday Vigi
5pm Hanmer Spring
(Every Saturday

6:30pm Culverde
(1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays

(Profession of Faith by Pope St. Leo IX, 1053).

Sunday Mas
9am Amberle
(Every Sunday

11am Chevio
(1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays Only)

10.30am Hawarde
(4th Sunday Only

11.30am Waia
(5th Sunday Only

Did you know that….
• The Ascension happened 40 days after Easter, meaning on a
Thursday. Since the 4th century, it has been celebrated on Thursdays until recent times where ,
to cater for modern life, it is shifted to the Sunday after Ascension Thursday. In the early
century, Ascension was also commemorated as a part of the celebration of the descent of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
• In the Middle Ages, popular customs among European Christians included the raising of a
cruci x or a statue of the risen Christ through an opening in the church roof!
• In Christian art, the earliest depiction of the Ascension from the 5th to the 11th century,
shows Christ from the side, climbing to the top of the hill and grasping the hand of God,
which emerges from a cloud above to pull him into heaven.

12pm Sanctuary of
Fourvière, Leith el

Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturda
7am Amberle
Tuesday - Saturday
12pm Sanctuary of
Fourvière, Leith el

•

In the 6th century a different depiction of the Ascension in art emerged in Syria, and was
later adopted in Byzantine art. It emphasizes Christ’s divinity, showing him frontally,
standing immobile in a ‘mandorla’, or almond-shaped aureole (radiant light around the
body), elevated above the earth and supported by angels. In our modern mind, we can
even see this as a ‘portal’ to another dimension!

•

By the 11th century, Western art started to adopt a frontal representation, and often showing
his ascending with is own power rather than being supported or surrounded by angels.

Reconciliation
SUNDAY’S READINGS

By Appointmen
or before Mass
(but not the last 5 Minutes!)

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-1
Jesus was lifted up while they looked o

Rosary

Psalm Response:
God mounts His throne to shouts of joy
a blare of trumpets for the Lor

Wednesda
1:30pm Amberley
Church Hal

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:17-2
God made him sit at his right hand in heave
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on the Sunday of the month

n


GOSPEL: Luke 24:46-5
He withdrew from them
and was carried up into heaven

*(Remember to base the Vigil
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Parish of the Good Shepherd, Hurunui

HYMNS for SUNDAY MASSE
289 Praise Him as He mounts the Skie
292 New praises be given to Christ
(Vs, 1,2,3 & 6)
Mo Maria
Mo Maria aiane
O tatou waiata
kia kaha ra tatou
kia nui te aroha

For Mary now
Our songs
Let us be strong
Let there be great love

Aroha ki te Atu
Aroha ki a Mari
I te Rangi, i te whenu
āke tonu, āke tonu

Love God
Love Mar
In heaven and on eart
Forever and ever

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NOTICES

PARISH
GATHERING

MASS AT WAIAU! The month of May this year has 5
Sundays - so it is a reminder that this Sunday, being
the 5th Sunday of the month, there is a Mass at Waiau.
Join us be be “Waiau”!
(Apologies for not highlighting last Sunday was the 4th
Sunday, and hence there was Mass in Hawarden, and no
Vigil Mass in Culverden, i.e. 4th and 5th Sundays).

Sunday 26 Jun
Hawarde
after 10.30am Mas

PRAYER CARDS for the 4 children
who are making their rst Holy
Communion are available in the
Church foyer.
Please pick a card
randomly to pray for the children.
Please bring a plate as it is a Parish
celebration. Amberley, 19th June, 9.00
Mass, Feast of Corpus Christ

We are a geographically widespread parish with
practically 6 very different communities, each with
its own blessings and challenges. Since parish life
is also about building relationships (‘vertically’…
with God, and ‘horizontally’… with each other), it
is good for parishioners to have opportunities to get
together that we may support each other in our
faith journey. This is probably more important than
ever after two years of a Pandemic that introduced
another layer of division.
Join us after Mass (at Hawarden) for fun, food and
for enjoying each others company, talents, cultural
richness.… Please put in your diary now, and make
an effort to come together for a parish event, and
reach out to others: remember, a parish can also be
a lonely place for some
Food & Drin
Bring some food and drink to share. Parish will
provide a suckling pig (‘Lechon’) the Filipino way
Fun and sharing Talent
Karaoke, cultural items - please start thinking of
what you can share. Let’s show each other that
Hurunui’s Got Talent!
Chairs & Trestle
Please if anyone could help with bringing trestles,
gazebos and seating

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS are still sitting in the
foyer of waiting for parishioners to collect (remember
the was a typographical error that was corrected, so
please pick up the amended version!). With the
receipts, you can claim 1/3 back as tax rebated from
the government. If you want to support the parish in
this way (Direct Debiting or using a set of envelopes),
please email the Parish Of ce
NZ BISHOPS CONFERENCE was in Christchurch
last week. If you would like to get some ideas of the
kind of matters they discuss, check out this link:
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/mediareleases/nzcbc-may2022meeting/
O R D I N AT I O N O F D E A C O N M O N T Y
BAMFORD is coming up - and we hope to
advertise the date soon. Rev. Monty is from the
Hurunui, and it is good that we as a parish
remember him prayer, and pray for more vocations
to the priesthood. Watch this space
PARISH GENERAL MEETING has been held
annually since Fr Michael arrived. It was a forum to
inform parishioners about what has happened since
the last meeting, both in the areas of Pastoral and
Finance, and to encourage people to show an
interest in the parish. However, it is now June, and
Fr Michael will be under pressure to get such a
meeting organised for this year. He will use the
Parish Gathering to say one or two words to update
parishioners. Apologies if you miss it

THE TRAFFIC LIGHT IS ORANGE!
Please
continue to protect each other from Covid or
In uenza by staying at home if you are sick
The wearing of mask in indoor setting is still highly
recommended at the moment. Please do not put Fr
Michael under pressure to have ‘exceptions’ to
bypass safety measures imposed on him, including
• No Holy Communion from the chalice (for now),
• No Shaking of hands (outside one’s bubble during
the Sign of the Peace),
• No Communion on the tongue &
• No Holy water available in stoops.

DO YOU HAVE GREEN FINGERS?… and want to
plant your own lettuces? Fr M has been supplying
some people with various kinds of lettuce plants
from his own gardening project. If you want some,
perhaps hand him an empty 6-pack punnets…..
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Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Pui - nzmichaelpui@gmail.com - 03 319 8730
Parish Email: catholichurunui@gmail.co
Parish Treasurer: Elaine Ramsay - catholichurunuitreasurer@gmail.com Of ce Hours Tuesday 8am - 9.30am

