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Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil
5pm Hanmer Springs

(Every Saturday)

6:30pm Culverden
(1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays)

Sunday Mass
9am Amberley
(Every Sunday)

11am Cheviot
(1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays Only)*

10.30am Hawarden
(4th Sunday Only)

11.30am Waiau
(5th Sunday Only)

12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield

Weekday Masses 
Monday - Saturday

7am Amberley

Tuesday - Saturday 
12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield

Reconciliation 

By Appointment
or before Mass  

(but not the last 5 Minutes!) 

Rosary 

Wednesday
1:30pm Amberley 

Church Hall

*(Remember to base the Vigil 
on the Sunday of the month)

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time    Year C      4 September  2022

SUNDAY’S READINGS:

FIRST READING: Wisdom 9:13-18
Who can divine the will of God?

Psalm Response: 
In every age, O Lord, You have been our refuge.

SECOND READING: Philemon 9-10,12-17
He is a slave no longer, 

but a dear brother in the Lord

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
Anyone who does not carry his cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple

HYMNS for SUNDAY MASSES
(Please note that the hymns may change on the day)

749 The Servant King  
756 When I Survey
365 Immaculate Mary (Vs 1 & 8 only)

Anyone who does not carry his cross cannot be my disciple
For over 2000 years, the People of God have been 
gathering every Sunday at Mass, to celebrate and be 
part of the paschal mystery, whereby Christ’s dying 
destroyed our death and His rising restored our life. 
We, by the grace of God, enter into this event each 
Sunday.  In a way, we are also somewhere on this 
journey every stage of our life since for most of us, 
life has a pattern of death to old ways and resurrection 
to new ways of being.  This is essentially the growth in 
maturity into the stature of Christ demanded of all 
Christians; a constant conversion of heart.  Our ‘death to old ways’ naturally 
comes with an apparent personal cost –but we must focus also on what we gain.
As Jesus approached the city of Jerusalem, He was aware of the demands on Him 
and He was anxious too that His followers recognise what He was about to face. 
Using rather harsh parables (Lk 14:25-33) Jesus asks them to reflect on their 
commitment and the cost entailed: “None of you can be my disciple unless he 
gives up all his possessions”. There is no escaping the point of the parables.  
Perhaps a better perspective is to see, not so much the ‘giving up’, for giving up is 
a loss.  See rather Our Lord asking us to exchange earthly things for better things 
– things that are eternal.  Whatever the cost and challenges demand, it is also 
assuring to know that we do not journey on our own.  The eternal love of God 
supports our human frailty as we continue to travel with Christ on our pilgrim 
way.  In Christ, God has gone before us in what He demands of us.  

Blessings Fr Michael

Catholic Resource online: 
Recommended viewing for the Week: “How to Receive 
Communion Well” (18 minutes)



Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Pui - nzmichaelpui@gmail.com - 03 319 8730 
Parish Email: catholichurunui@gmail.com      

Parish Treasurer: Elaine Ramsay - catholichurunuitreasurer@gmail.com Office Hours Tuesday 8am - 9.30am

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NOTICES

FEAST DAY OF THE WEEK
8 September: The Birthday or Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
There are records showing this feast was celebrated since at least the 
6th century.  The Opening Prayer of the Mass for this feast is very 
Christo-centric (Christ-centred), for everything about Mary is 
Christocentric: 
“Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift of heavenly 
grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin may bring 
deeper peace to those for whom the birth of her Son was the 
dawning of salvation”

FR MICHAEL IS ON ANNUAL LEAVE from Tuesday 
30 August till Thursday 29th September.  7.00am 
weekday Masses will resume at Amberley upon his 
return on Thursday 29th September (his feast day!).  

This weekend, Masses will be covered by Fr Monty 
Bamford and Fr Kerry Prendeville SM.  
+ Fr Monty: Saturday 3rd September, Hanmer Springs 

& Culverden
+ Fr Monty: Sunday 4th September, Amberley (1st 

Sunday’s cuppa)  
+ Fr Kerry: Sunday 4th September, Cheviot (this allows 

Fr Monty to mingle and to have a cuppa in Amberley - Join 
in the Cuppa, and support our monthly “Kalavale) 

In case of emergency, please try the Waimakariri Parish 
or Fr Dan Doyle (he covers the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday 
of September).  Please make the supply priests 
welcome.

A HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY TO ALL FATHERS  
- Something to ponder: Is your Parish Priest 
currently an Absent Father?!

COMMUNION ON THE TONGUE - It is still the NZ 
Bishops’ directive that people refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion on the tongue - for now.  In 
extraordinary time, like the present, they call for us to 
protect each other since in doing so, there is more 
likelihood of the priest touching someone’s tongue 
before touching the Sacred Hosts for the next person.  It 
is a temporary measure that will come to pass.  If 
priests like Fr Michael (and Bishop Michael when he 
was here) appear to be inconsistent with the ruling, it is 
because despite knowing this, many still demand that 
priests publicly defy this ruling, without realising the 
pressure they are put under when others, who are 
vulnerable or have health issues, complain.  Most 
priests, including Fr Michael, ’let it go’, because the 
time of Holy Communion is not the time to deal with 
the issue.  Fr Michael asks for understanding from 
everyone, irrespective of the position they hold.  And 
please do not use him as example to pressure other 
priests to defy the ruling. 

CARITAS SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK 4-10 September 
The theme for this year focuses on racism: 
Whakakāhoretia te kaikiri. Kotahi anō tātou i roto i te 
Karaiti (Say no to racism. We are one in Christ).  
Resource pack for reflection, prayer and action, is 
available in the Church foyer.

SEASONS FOR GROWTH COURSE recognises that 
loss comes in many forms and those who have 
experienced loss, need to be provided with the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to understand and 
manage their grief experiences. The course runs for 
four consecutive Thursdays beginning Sept – 8th, 
10am-12:30pm in the Assisi Lounge at The Catholic 
Cathedral Parish, 373 Manchester St. No course fee, 
but there will be opportunity to make a koha. Please 
contact the parish office on 03 3791068 to register. 

A DAY WITH MARY – will be held at St Anne’s 
Church, Ferry Road, Woolston on Saturday 10 
September from 9.30am to 2.30pm.  For further details 
call Marie 027 551 8070.
NEXT SAFEGUARDING WORKSHOP DATES:   
• Tuesday 13th September at 9.30am – Sacred Heart 

Addington/South Parish
• Tuesday 13th September at 1.30pm – Sacred Heart 

Addington/South Parish
• Wednesday 14th September at 7pm – St Peters, 

Beckenham, 11 Fisher Avenue/South Parish
Anyone in the Parish who is involved in any 
volunteering role who have not yet attended a 
Safeguard Workshop (or have not done so in the last 2 
years) should attend.     Just turn up and sign into  
to:  https://parishresources.chchcatholic.nz/safe-
church/safeguarding-course-registration/  Contact: 
 Clodagh via email cward@cdoc.nz or 022 0124142

The Birth of the Virgin (Fresco by Giotto)
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