
A Blessed Christmas to you and your family……

The Christian message is, in a way, one of a proclamation of the fulfilment of all the 
prophecies of the Ancient People of God.   And one of greatest prophecies to be 
fulfilled is that, with the coming of the "Messiah" (Hebrew word משיח (mashiach/
mah-shee-ahch), the "Anointed One" (Greek Word, χριστός (chrīstós)), the lost 
tribes of Israel will be gathered/reunited.   The tribes were lost when they were 
subdued by other nations and their blood mingled with those of other nations.  
Thus, the Lost Tribes subsists in all the nations, and the gathering of the Tribes to 
fulfil the prophecy of old could only happen when all the nations gather. That 
prophecy is fulfilled in a very unexpected way; It is the gathering before the altar,  
at Mass, that all nations, all the tribes, gather.  It is a respond to HIS call to: ’Do this 
in memory of me’ at the altar of HIS Sacrifice that the prophecy was fulfilled: Christ’s 
MASS.

As we come before Christ’s sacrifice on the cross of 2000 years ago, made present 
sacramentally through the Liturgy of the Mass, we express that union of all the 
tribes that subsists in all the nations.  The gathering at Mass also highlights the very 
meaning of the word “catholic” (i.e. universal), for the gathering crosses all ethnic 
and cultural boundaries.  It is at Mass that we bear great witness to being a 
'Church', a people of God gathered together by God.   ChristMASS also highlights 
another unexpected fulfilment of the ancient Prophecies; The Messiah, the Christ, 
turned out to be God incarnated a man, born on Christmas Day.   The Messiah was 
God Himself in the flesh, for God is the greatest gathering force for all humanity. 

This Christmas, may each and everyone one of us, remember that we are called to 
be part of the one body, the Church, the Great Mystery that is the Mystical Body of 
Christ.  May we learn to give thanks to God for all the blessing in our lives.  

Have a blessed and happy Christmas.   May the New Year bring you and your 
family good tidings!

Fr Michael
P/s Please return the Booklets of the Carols for Christmas as they will be used 
throughout Mass for the season of Christmas, and future years….!
Pps: As New Year’s Day is a Sunday, there will be no ‘additional’ New Year’s Ever Mass as per 
previous years.

Parish of the Good Shepherd, Hurunui 
PARISH NEWSLETTER

Amberley│Cheviot│Hawarden│Culverden│Waiau│Hanmer Springs 
Parish Office: 138A Carters Road, Amberley│PO Box 143, Amberley 7441 

www.catholichurunui.nz

Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil
5pm Hanmer Springs

(Every Saturday)

6:30pm Culverden
(1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays)

Sunday Mass
9am Amberley
(Every Sunday)

11am Cheviot
(1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays Only)*

10.30am Hawarden
(4th Sunday Only)

11.30am Waiau
(5th Sunday Only)

12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield
(Closed in January)

Weekday Masses 
Monday - Saturday

7am Amberley

Tuesday - Saturday 
12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield
(Closed in January)

Reconciliation 

By Appointment
or before Mass  

(but not the last 5 Minutes!) 

Rosary 

Wednesday
1:30pm Amberley 

Church Hall

*(Remember to base the Vigil 
on the Sunday of the month)

CHRISTMASS     25 December  2022



Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Pui - nzmichaelpui@gmail.com - 03 319 8730 
Parish Email: catholichurunui@gmail.com      

Parish Treasurer: Elaine Ramsay - catholichurunuitreasurer@gmail.com Office Hours Tuesday 8am - 9.30am

CHRISTMAS & HOLIDAY FUN AND LEARNING

1.  What is the name of the Angel who told Mary about 
God’s plan for her virginal concep>on of Jesus?_________ 

2.  What is the word in the Nicene Creed (which we use at 
Mass) that best describes the idea that God took on flesh 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary? 

a.resurrec)on 
b.consubstan)al 
c.catholic 
d.incarnate 

3.  What are the two words in the Nicene Creed that 
addressed the theological point that Jesus is Divine? 

a.Bego4en, consubstan)al 
b.Ascended, Holy Spirit  
c.Born, died 
d.Salva)on, Resurrec)on 

4.  The Blessed Virgin Mary and St Joseph were forced to 
travel before Jesus' birth to take part in the Roman 
Census. Where did they travel to? 

a.Galilee 
b.Babel 
c.Bethlehem 
d.Jerusalem 

5.   Where was Jesus born? 
a.Bethlehem 
b.Jerusalem 
c.Nazareth 
d.Reẖovot 

6.  According to St Luke, on the night of Jesus' birth, by 
whom was he visited? 

a.The Magi 
b.Caesar Augustus 
c.Shepherds 
d.The Innkeeper 

7.   The Magi brought three giWs for the baby Jesus. These 
were Gold, Frankincense and what other? ___________ 

8.  The appearance of the Magi, visi>ng Jesus 12 days aWer 
His birth, is celebrated as a feast day. In the West it is 
celebrated as the Feast of What? 

a.Second Christmas 
b.Incarna)on 
c.Epiphany 
d.Resurrec)on 

9.   Shortly following his presenta>on at the temple, Jesus' 
life was threatened – by whom? 

a.Nero 
b.Herod 
c.David 
d.Saul 

15.  We celebrate the birth of Christ on December 25th, 
but what date does the Bible actually state Jesus was 
born? 

a.December 24th 
b.December 25th 
c.December 26th 
d.Not specified

10.  In our Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament (demolished 
a1er the earthquake), there were 3 oval Stained Glass 
windows at the main entrance to highlight its name of 
‘Blessed Sacrament”.  What did the 3 windows depict? 

1) _______  2)________3)_________ 

11.  What does “Christ” mean in Greek, the language of the 
New Testament?  

a.The Heavenly One 
b.The Anointed One 
c.The Chosen One 
d.The Bap)zed One 

12.  Following the King's death, which city in Israel did the 
Holy Family return to? 

a.Nazareth 
b.Debir 
c.Jerusalem 
d.Jericho 

13.  The Modern day Calendar in use denotes the birth of 
Christ using which two alphabets?  (This should be general 
knowledge, and if you get this wrong, you need to put a 
dunce cap for a day!) 

a. A.D 
b. B.C 
c. C.E 
d. X.M 

14.  At the age of 12, Jesus was lost to his parents on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Where was he found a few days 
later? 

a.Library 
b.Temple 
c.Bathhouse 
d.Tavern 

16.  What’s a man’s name which also means Birth or 
Na>vity? __________ (Hint: 4 alphabets) 

17.  What is the name of the Patron Saint of the Diocese of 
Christchurch?___________ 

18.  1st January, New Year’s Day, for Catholics, is the Feast 
Day known as what?___________ 

19.  What are the three Sacraments that together, are 
known as the Sacraments of Chris>an Ini>a>on?  
____________ 

20. Abram became Abraham, Saul became Paul, Simon 
became____________? 

21.  In Roman Numeral, what is MMXXIII?_______ 

22. What is the heresy in the 4th century that denied the 
Divinity of Christ that led to the Council of Nicaea giving us 
the Nicene Creed?_________ 

23. Which saint is regarded to be the first martyr?________ 
and (in the west), when is his feast day?______ 

24: The threat in ques>on 9, led to the slaughter of many 
children.  What is the Feast Day of these children called?
________ and when is their Feast Day?__________ 

Mystery Prize for the 3rd 

correct entry that is emailed to 

Fr Michael 


(Yes 3rd, so that you do not rush!)
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