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Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil
5pm Hanmer Springs

(Every Saturday)

6:30pm Culverden
(1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays)

Sunday Mass
9am Amberley
(Every Sunday)

11am Cheviot
(1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays Only)*

10.30am Hawarden
(4th Sunday Only)

11.30am Waiau
(5th Sunday Only)

12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield

Weekday Masses 
Monday - Saturday

7am Amberley

Tuesday - Saturday 
12pm Sanctuary of 
Fourvière, Leithfield

Reconciliation 

By Appointment
or before Mass  

(but not the last 5 Minutes!) 

Rosary 

Wednesday
1:30pm Amberley 

Church Hall

*(Remember to base the Vigil 
on the Sunday of the month)

Second Sunday of Advent    Year A      4 December  2022

SUNDAY’S READINGS:

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse

Psalm Response: 
Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-9
Christ is the saviour of peoples

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
The one who follows me will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire

HYMNS for SUNDAY MASSES

117 O Come, Divine Messiah
94   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry
334 Ave Maria

        

Prepare the way of the Lord…..
The Gospel (Matt: 3 :1-12) passage for this Sunday introduces the mission of John the 
Baptist.     The Baptist’s life was defined by his one burning passion -- to point others 
to Jesus Christ and to the coming of His kingdom.   His clothing was reminiscent of 
the prophet Elijah (see Kings 1:8) in the Old Testament time.   In fact, when I was in 
Jordan, I managed to enter the “Demilitarized Zone” to be at the location where the 
Prophet Elijah was assumed into heaven.   It was there that the Baptist ministered, 
and where his followers congregated – and it suddenly dawned on me that it all 
made sense, for the Baptist was the “new Elijah”. 
 

John the Baptist’s message was also similar to the message of many other prophets in 
the Old Testament.   They chided the people of God for their unfaithfulness and who 
tried to awaken true repentance in them.   Among a people unconcerned with the 
things of God, it was the Baptist’s task to awaken their interest, to unsettle them from 
their complacency, and to arouse in them enough good will to recognize and receive 
Christ when He comes. 
 The Baptist's message is powerful in its simplicity: God's Kingdom is at our door-
step. Soon He will be right among us: it is up to us to decide our final destiny.  
Repent, and prepare the way of the Lord.                                         

Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus,                 Fr Michael

P/s - Thank you to all who supported the Parish’s 24h adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  If you did 
not make it, look out for it next Advent.

BISHOP’S CARE APPEAL
You will find either in pew or in the foyer of the Churches, 
envelopes for the Bishop’s Care Appeal.

                            CATHOLIC RESOURCE ONLINE
Fr Michael’s Recommendation for this week:  “How to Choose an Advent Tradition for Your 
Family”(Search these words on www.formed.org) .  13m video to discover a way to celebrate the 
liturgical season of Advent with your family.

http://www.formed.org


Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Pui - nzmichaelpui@gmail.com - 03 319 8730 
Parish Email: catholichurunui@gmail.com      

Parish Treasurer: Elaine Ramsay - catholichurunuitreasurer@gmail.com Office Hours Tuesday 8am - 9.30am

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NOTICES

SAINT & FEAST DAY OF THE WEEK
7 Dec. St Ambrose. 340?-397AD. Bishop, Doctor of the Church.   In 374 when the Bishopric of Milan fell vacant - Ambrose, as prefect of 
the Roman empire, was sent to pacify the conflict between the Catholics and the Arians (those who embraced the Arian heresy that 
denied Christ’s divinity).  The people turned on him and demanded he become the bishop even though at that stage he was not yet 
baptised!  He turned out to be a bishop who carried his office assiduously. His intelligence and scholarship led to the conversion of St 
Augustine. It began with St Monica’s please to the bishop for help to convince her son to surrender both his mistresses and the 
Manichean religion he had taken up. “God’s time will come,” the bishop reassured her, “Go now, I beg you. It is not possible that the son of so 
many tears should perish.” The rest is history as they said! 
8 Dec.  Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Some people in our time have this confused with the doctrine 
that Mary remained a virgin with the conception and birth of Jesus.  No!  This Immaculate Conception is the doctrine that holds that 
Mary, Jesus’ mother, was conceived without the stain of original sin.  The doctrine was almost universally believed over the centuries but 
was only formally defined as an article of faith of the Church by Pope Pius IX in 1854.  Because it is so old, this is one of the Marian 
doctrines that Islam shares with the Catholic Church, though of course the theological details are very different.  In the famous Hadith 
attributed to the Prophet Mohammad, it is affirmed that: “Every child is touched by the devil as soon as he is born and this contact 
makes him cry. Excepted are Mary and her Son”. From this Hadith and from verses 35-37 of Sura III, Muslim commentators have deduced 
and affirmed the principle of Mary’s original purity.’

S I M B A N G G A B I C U L T U R A L 
CELEBRATION is a nine-day series of 
devotional Masses celebrated in various 
parishes offered by the Philippine Chaplaincy 
of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.  One of 
the Masses will be in Culverden as part of the 
6.30pm Mass on Saturday Vigil Mass on the 
17th December. These masses are the Filipino 
way of preparing spiritually for Christmas, and 
to commemorate and honour the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and it is an opportunity for 
everyone to experience something wonderful.
BROTHER PETER BRAY FSC, the Kiwi Vice-
Chancellor of Bethlehem University, will make 
a NZ speaking tour on behalf of the bishops to 
all our Catholic Dioceses early next year, to talk 
about the Holy Land, his work with his 
students, and the lives of other ordinary 
Palestinians. In preparation for the tour, he is 
making three videos; the second has just been 
issued. It is very powerful. View it here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=R17kia53-GY  Go here for more information 
about the videos and Br Peter’s speaking tour: 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-
releases/brpeter-video2/ 

COAST TO COAST ROSARY  -You are warmly invited 
to pray the Holy Rosary on 3rd December, joining people 
all around New Zealand to pray for the protection of life 
from conception to natural death. Thousands will march 
down the main street in our Capital to the Parliament to 
celebrate life and to witness to the more than half a 
million innocent lives that have been lost to abortion and 
now euthanasia too in this country.  Those not attending 
the march are invited to join in praying the Rosary.  You 
may do so too at 3pm in the Beatitude’s Chapel at the 
Sanctuary of Fourvière, 67 Leithfield Rd, Leithfield. 
Other venues around the country are laid out on the 
map at coasttocoastrosary.co.nz

FESTIVAL OF LIGHT at the Shrine of Mary, Mother of 
the Light.  Outdoor Mass, Picnic Dinner, Candlelight 
Procession & Adoration under the stars.   10th December 
2022, from 6pm. Sanctuary of Fourviere, 67 Leithfield 
R o a d , L e i t h fi e l d . M o r e i n f o ’ : T h o m a s : 
apostolate@fourviere.nz ; 0225062538.

Advent Reconciliation  
Rite 1 

SUNDAY 18th December 
5.00 - 6.00pm CHEVIOT (meeting hall)

(Ecumenical Carols 6.30pm)
TUESDAY 20th December 
6.30 - 7.30pm AMBERLEY

TUESDAY 22nd December 
3.30 - 4.30pm HANMER SPRINGS (Front Flat) 
6.45 - 7.45pm CULVERDEN 

Christmass Times for the whole Diocese of Christchurch 
can be found on the Diocesan website. 

www.chchcatholic.nz/christmas

mailto:johncoconnor@me.com
https://fourviere.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31711f357ad641b80e5c63483&id=fffaf71a46&e=56afa9fe71%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:apostolate@fourviere.nz
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DR17kia53-GY&data=05%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7Cc455a4351c174b94ce9b08dac81ae35e%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0%7C0%7C638042315440058054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hvOxY%2FMxkcn49Sjzorh9ZZVL66nCHrrgvTTJmX%2Fqcmc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DR17kia53-GY&data=05%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7Cc455a4351c174b94ce9b08dac81ae35e%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0%7C0%7C638042315440058054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hvOxY%2FMxkcn49Sjzorh9ZZVL66nCHrrgvTTJmX%2Fqcmc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org.nz%2Fnews%2Fmedia-releases%2Fbrpeter-video2%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7Cc455a4351c174b94ce9b08dac81ae35e%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0%7C0%7C638042315440058054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DtGUhZjdFTN0R5GWgheJQ%2FRQ87LnRva9Ytyx%2B%2BYcDwM%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org.nz%2Fnews%2Fmedia-releases%2Fbrpeter-video2%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCReed%40cdoc.nz%7Cc455a4351c174b94ce9b08dac81ae35e%7Cf9292410bd5d44c9aa347497fb5840e3%7C0%7C0%7C638042315440058054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DtGUhZjdFTN0R5GWgheJQ%2FRQ87LnRva9Ytyx%2B%2BYcDwM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.chchcatholic.nz

